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DISCOURSE BY ELDER JOHN MORGAN. 


Tux following discourse on Christ's Second Coming” was delivered by 
Elder John Morgan in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday afternoon, 
April 15,1894. This was the last sermon preached by Elder Morgan before 
his death :— 

In endeavoring to address the congregation this afternoon I desire an 
interest in your faith and prayers and sympathy, that I may be guided 
and instructed by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

I can testify, as did the preceding speaker, to the truth of the principles 
of eternal life, and that the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, as it has been 
revealed anew in this dispensation of the fullness of times, will lead those 
that obey it back into the presence of our Father and God, and will in the 
end regenerate and sanctify the human family, as also the earth upon which 
all the commandments of God. We have to-day all the principles of the 
we dwell, and fit and prepare it as an abiding place for those who have kept 
Gospel that are necessary for the salvation of the whole human family and 
for the redemption of the earth from under the curse that rests upon it; 
and if we shall obey these principles and live up to them, the result shall be 
the triumph of those principles and of those who observethem. Our elder 
brother, Jesus Christ, has marked out to us very clearly and plainly the 
path for us to follow; and the laws of the Gospel that we are obeying to-day 
are not man-made, but are principles that have emanated from the Source 
of all light and intelligence, and have been brought to the children of men 
by the divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit of God. 

The plan of salvation was made known to our father Adam and to his 
children, and they were informed thatin the meridian of time there should 
come a Redeemer to the earth, a Savior, and a Shiloh to Israel; and as 
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typical of His coming and of His death, they offered sacrifices. The 
Prophets of God who lived in subsequent ages were also informed in rela- 
tion to this matter, and taught that the time would come when there should 
come a Savior to the earth, and in very plain and distinct terms they spoke 
concerning the nature of His coming; they pointed out the land wherein 
He should be born, even to the village that He should claim as His native 
place; depicted the trials and the tribulations that he should pass through ; 
pointed out in detail events connected with His career—that His blood 
should be shed for the salvation of the souls of the children of men, and 
that through His death and resurrection there should come a resurrection of 
the dead—a restoration of the body and the spirit into a living soul. Dur- 
ing the time that He sojourned in the midst of the children of men, He laid 
down in great plainness to His disciples and to those by whom He was sur- 
rounded these principles of the Gospel that the Latter-day Saints have 
embraced. He who came asa forerunner before the face of the Son of 
Man came as one crying in the wilderness, saying, Repent and be baptized, 
for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand. Men went into the water and were 
baptized at the hands of John the Baptist for the remission of their sins. 
But he told them that there should come one mightier than he, the latchet 
of whose shoes he was unworthy tounloose, who would baptize them with 
fire and with the Holy Ghost. In due time the personage of the Savior 
was made known to the children of men, and He went about among them 
teaching the principles of eternal life, and His last injunction to His dis- 
ciples was :— 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. 

After His resurrection and ascension on high, His disciples, following that 
injunction, called upon the assembled multitude on the day of Pentecost 
to repent of their sins, to be baptized for the remission of them, and to 
have hands laid upon them for the reception of the Holy Ghost, which, 
when received, should bring things past to their remembrance and show 
them things to come. Men obeyed that injunction and went into the 
waters of baptism, and received the laying on of hands. The result was, 
the Heavens were opened to their vision; light and knowledge came down 
from on high and illuminated their minds and made known unto them the 
things of God. 

Among other things that were made known to the disciples in those 
days was the fact of the second coming of Christ. When the Savior 
ascended into heaven from the Mount of Olives, the disciples were gazing 
upward, when they beheld two angels standing by them. These angels 
said unto the disciples :— 

Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like man- 
ner as ye have seen Him go into heaven. 

As His first coming was foretold by the holy men of God from the days 
of father Adam, so His second coming has been prophesied of by the ser- 
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vants of God in all ages. They declared that in the latter times, in the 
dispensation of the fullness of times, all other dispensations should be 
gathered into one; that all the gifts, authority, knowledge and light that 
had been imparted to the children of men from the beginning should also 
be gathered into the dispensation of the fullness of times; that the earth 
should be filled with the knowledge of God, and that in due time righteous- 
ness should cover the earth as the waters cover the mighty deep; that the 
heavens and the earth should be brought together, and mercy should come 
from Heaven and righteousness from the earth; and that there should be 
raised up in the midst of the people prophets of God to enlighten their 
minds and to prepare them for the second coming of Christ. When the 
Savior was upon earth, He said unto the people that the kingdom of 
Heaven was among them, but they perceived it not. So in this age of the 
world, it has come near unto the world, but they have not recognized it. 
It is to-day as it was anciently, Can any good come out of Nazareth?” 
Can any good come from such a source as the Latter-day Saints? The 
enemy of all righteousness hath covered the earth with a flood of lies. 
The minds of the children of men have been prejudiced as they were 
anciently. They have been led in darkness, and they have indeed looked 
through a glass darkly. But the purpose and designs of our Father have 
not faltered in their course; but as the years have rolled by, His purposes 
have been fulfilled in the midst of the children of men. His servants have 
been called forth in this our day, and they have proclaimed the truth to 
the nations. They have raised a warning voice, and have told the nations 
of the earth that it was the days of God's judgments. For sixty years have 
the elders of Israel been travelling in the midst of the children of men 
proclaiming these facts and endeavoring to prepare their minds for these 
great events that areatourdoors. One of afamily and two of a city have 
obeyed the warning voice and have gathered from the nations of the earth. 
Their hearts have been susceptible to the truth. They have sacrificed 
their all, so far as earthly possessions are concerned, and they have 
gathered to a strange land and in the midst of strangers, testifying by this 
act of gathering to the truth of the work in which they were engaged. 
They have had faith in God and in His Son Jesus Christ; they have re- 
pented of their sins; they have gone down into the waters of baptism and 
have had their sins forgiven them; they have had hands laid upon them 
for the reception of the Holy Ghost; and God has testified to them, 
through that Spirit, that He lives, that His prophets are upon the earth, 
that He has established His Church in the earth with all the ordinances 
and authority, with every key and gift necessary for the salvation of the 
children of men. He has also testified to them that this is a preparatory 
work to the second coming of the Son of Man, when He shall again stand 
upon the earth, not enduring the contempt and scorn of the children of 
men, but He shall come as King of kings and Lord of lords, surrounded by 
hosts of holy angels, and that He shall establish upon the earth a kingdom 
that never shall be thrown down, but shall stand forever and forever, im- 
mutable and indestructible. 
Doubtless, in the days when the Savior lived upon the earth, those b 
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whom He was surrounded looked upon the claims that He made as being 
very pretentious; and in like manner, the children of men to-day very 
probably consider that the Latter-day Saints make very great claims. 
Well, they do; and they are entitled to do so because of the work in which 
they are engaged. It is a work which will fulfil the sayings of the 
prophets from the beginning until now, and is preparatory to the coming 
of the Son of Man, and the ushering in of the millennial reign, wherein 
there shall be peace on earth and good-will to men. But before that day 
should come, it has been declared that there should come in the earth a 
situation of affairs that would cause the hearts of men to fail, for fear of 
the things that were coming upon them. In the 24th chapter of Matthew 
it is recorded :— 

And as He sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto Him 

e 


rivately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be 
fhe sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world 


His disciples had been calling His attention to the mighty temple at 
Jerusalem, to its size, to the proportions of the building, etc., and this 
called forth from Him the remark :— 


See ye not all these things? verily [ say unto you, There shall not be left 
here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. ä 


Whereupon the disciples asked Him when these things should be. Evi- 
dently there was further conversation, for they asked Him, What shall be 
the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? Jesus answered and 
said unto them :— 


Take heed that no man deceive you, For many shall come in my name, 
saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 


We heard at our recent conference that there were right in our own 
Territory a number of individuals who claimed to be Christ, and who were 
going among the people telling them that Christ had come and that He 
lived in a certain section of the country. Doubtless, if we had the correct 
number of those who have come since He was upon the earth, declaring 
themselves as Christ, we would be astonished. There has been a great 
number of them; and in this day they seem to be multiplying. Jesus, how- 
ever, cautioned His disciples against such individuals, and said further: — 


And ze shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: see that ye be not 
troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 

For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and 
there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes in divers places. 

All these are the beginning of sorrows. 

Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye 
shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake. 

And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall 
hate one another. 

And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 

And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 

But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 

And this Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 


This Gospel of faith, repentance, baptism, and the laying on of hands, of 
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the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment, was to be preached in 
all the world for a witness. Was it taught in all the world for a witnessin 
His day! No. Looking forward to some future time, when that Gospel 
should be upon the earth, He saw a time when it should be preached in all 
the world. What for? For the purpose that these Elders of Israel have 
gone to the nations of the earth—as a witness to the world, that the 
day of God’s judgment is at hand, and that the end of wickedness on the 
earth is approaching. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


DESTRUCTIVE FOREST FIRES. 


Wisconsin, Michigan and Minnesota, in the United States, have passed 
through a fiery ordeal. On Thursday, August 30, forest fires started in 
these states and swept the timbered country with fearful rapidity. Small 
towns were surrounded by the flames almost as quickly as the warning 
could be sent to the doomed inhabitants. Thousands of acres of timber 
country have been destroyed. Men competent to judge say that the area 
swept by the fires contained 150,000,000 pine trees, two-thirds of which 
belonged to the Diamond Match Company, and that 300,000,000 cedars 
have been ruined. The loss to property, exclusive of the destroyed timber, 
is estimated at $5,000,000. 

But the most fearful part of the accounts of these fires is that which 
contains the list of lives destroyed. At first the loss was placed at 900, 
but the estimates at present writing place the number at 447. Revised 
returns show that the following towns have been totally or partially 
burned in the state of Minnesota:—Totally: Hinckley, Pokegama, Sand- 
stone, Miller, Partridge, Cromwell, Curtis, Cushing, and Mission Oreek; 
partially: Finlayson, Mansfield, Rutledge, and Milaca. In Wisconsin :— 
Totally: Comstock, Benoit, Barronett, Poplar, Marengo, Granite Lake, 
Spencer, Highbridge, Ashland Junction, Fifield, Washburne, Cartwright, 
Grantsburg, Turtle Lake, Rice Lake, Muscoda, Bashaw, Shell Lake, and 
South Range. Heavy rains have fallen of late so the flames have now 
spent their fury, and no further loss of life is expected. 

This fearful catastrophe abounds with pathetic and heroic incidents. 
The search for relatives and the work of identification going on among 
the charred bodies produced many painful scenes, which are briefly but 
graphically told in the dispatches. An account is given of a young tele- 
graph operator, named Thomas Dunn, who stood by his instrument 
although the flames were fast surrounding him, in order to dispatch a 
message ordering a train to proceed to the town of Hinckley to convey 
300 persons to a place of safety. He got his message through, and the 
people were saved, but the courageous telegraphist himself was unable to 
escape, and perished in the flames. 

Though these people were saved through his heroism the actual work 
of performing the rescue demanded no less heroism on the part of those 
in charge of the train. Following the instructions of the telegram, the 
train dashed into Hinckley as the fire approached. It was boarded in 
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an instant by the panic-stricken crowd. Here the heroism of the engine 
driver and the stoker was called into being. The driver of the train was 
ready to lay down his life to save those whom the accident of a moment 
had committed to his charge. He now lies in the hospital swathed in 
bandages. This panic-stricken throng were then his passengers, and it 
was his duty to do his best for them. He saw in a moment that his train 
had a new destination, and that destination was the nearest lake on the 
line. He did indeed make a desperate effort to pass through the town by 
a railway bridge, but, just as he reached the bridge, a sheet of flame shot 
up from its timbers to warn him that all escape was barred that way. 
He must have contrived to do his thinking in mere fractions of a second, 
and we may take it for granted that he lost no time in wringing his 
hands. The engine was reversed, and away the train started to find water 
in this desert of fire. It was a race between the flames and the engine, 
with the long, inflammable grass by the side of the track to “make the 
pace” for the destroyer. The people in the carriages were sheltered, after 
a fashion; but there was no shelter for the driver and the stoker. So the 
driver pulled his coat over his head, and the stoker simply dropped into the 
man-hole of the tank and baled water over the singed and smoking garments 
of his chief. When the flames were too much for the stoker, he ducked into 
the tank, and then came up again, freshened for his work. The fire made 
a good race, but it was beaten. The train reached the lake just two minutes 
ahead of the flames. In hardly more than as many seconds the whole 
train load, with the exception of two terrified Chinamen, who perished in 
the now burning carriages, had plunged into the lake and were saved. 
The driver had to be carried into the water. He had been prostrate three 
times, in the course of this unparalleled run, and when he reached the 
brink he was too weak to lift hand or foot to save his own life. 

The story of this fearful destruction of life and property grows still 
more painful when it is hinted that its origin is traced to men, fiends in 
human form, who were willing to endanger hundreds of lives and destroy 
millions of property, for the mere sake of securing work in clearing timber. 
Others hold that the nefarious work was done by timber thieves, who had 
appropriated millions of dollars worth of timber belonging to the State of 
Wisconsin and who tried to remove all trace of their thefts by starting the 
fires. Some arrests of supposed incendiaries have already been made. 


FACTS -AND EVENTS. 


A recent Imperial Ukase orders that 272,400 recruits shall be levied this year in the 
Russian Empire. 

Admiral Ragvozoff, governor of the port of Cronstadt, Russia, was assassinated by a 
man whom he had recently dismissed from service as a harbor official. The murderer 
suicided immediately after committing the crime. 

The Cunard steamer Campania has again broken the Atlantic record. She arrived at 
Queenstown from New York, August 31, having made the passage in 5 days 10 hours 47 
minutes, or 1 hour 20 minutes better than the best, although she encountered nine hours’ 
fog, during which her engines were slowed down. The Campania now holds the record 
both westward and eastward. 
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Madame Carnot has received several letters of a threatening character lately, and in 
consequence the guard of gendarmes at Preslas, her residence, has been reinforced and the 
strictest precautions taken to prevent the perpetration of an outrage. 

It is said that the Pope is entirely satisfied with Monsignor Satolli’s mission in the 
United States, and considers that ecclesiastical questions in that country are almost set- 
tled. Monsignor Satolli will return to Rome before the New Year, and the Vatican will 
then publish the result of his mission. 


A disastrous fire occurred at Austin, Texas, U. S. A., September 2, doing a million 
dollars’ worth of damage, and destroying the three handsomest blocks of buildings in the 
city. Several people who lived in the upper parts of the buildings lost their lives before 
the fire department could be brought out to their assistance. 


A storm of extraordinary violence passed over that portion of Belgium situated between 
Mons and the German frontier, August 27. The wind was almost of a cyclonic character, 
and swept across the country, destroying everything in its path across a well-defined track 
three kilometres in width. Several farm-houses were struck by lightning and burned to the 
ground. Much damage was also done by the shower of enormous hailstones which accom- 
panied the storm. 


A terrible fire has occurred on Canton River, China, among the flower boats which 
crowd the surface and form the permanent dwellings of a large number of the population. 
Hundreds of flower boats were destroyed, and fully a thousand natives must have perished. 
The boats were moored stem and stern in rows, and the flames spread so rapidly that 
many of the craft were fully alight and their occupants overcome before they could cut 
the boats from the moorings and push them into open water. 


A scheme has been submitted by the Jura Simplon Railway Company, Switzerland, for 
boring a tunnel through the Simplon, and has been approved in principle by the Swiss 
Federal Council, which will now submit it to the Italian Government. According to the 
terms of the contract the tunnel is to be finished in five and a-half years with a single line 
of rails, a second line being eventually added. The cost of the first undertaking is 
54,500,000 francs, the second line costing an additional 15,000,000 francs, 

Morecambe Bay, on the north-western coast of England, was the scene of a terrible 
boating fatality, September 3. A party of about twenty-six excursionists, exclusive of 
children, mostly from Burnley and the neighborhood, went for a sail in charge of an ex- 
perienced boatman named Houghton. When some miles from the shore the boat was 
struck by a sudden cross squall and capsized, the whole of the occupants, who were sing- 
ing at the time, being thrown inte the sea. Other Morecambe boats in the vicinity res- 
cued a number of bodies, but save in six cases life was found to be extinct. Twenty-five 
lives were lost, twenty being adults. 

At the second sitting of the International Peace Congress held in Antwerp, Belgium, 
August 30, a resolution was carried recommending the conclusion of a permanent arbi- 
tration treaty among the European nations on the model of that subsisting between 
Switzerland and the United States. The international bureau was subsequently charged 
to approach the various governments of Europe with a view to the establishment of peace 
between China and Japan. The Belgian Government has given a further sum of 1,500 
francs towards the expenses of the congress, and King Leopold has expressed his sym- 
pathies with the work now in progress. 

An extraordinary discovery was made in the woods in Clay County, Kentucky, U.S.A., 
by a number of lumber men who were engaged in felling timber. In a remote part of the 
bush they found a young woman of prepossessing appearance stripped of her clothing 
and crucified on a wooden cross. Large nails were driven through her hands and feet, and 
the marks on her body indicated that she had been otherwise maltreated. She had evi- 
dently been left in her terrible plight for several hours, and when found she was almost 
lifeless. It has been ascertained tbat the perpetrators of the fiendish outrage were several 
other females, the instigator being prompted by motives of jealousy. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1894. 


DESIGN IN THE CREATION. 


For many years learned men have sought to discover the secrets of life. 
Many have denied that there is a God, or that there is a supreme ruler 
who governs and directs everything connected with the universe. They 
have abandoned the idea that there is a designer in it all, and have gone 
hunting for some other explanation for all that is wonderful in that 
which they see about them. Infidel writers have called to their aid the 
greatest ingenuity in explaining their theories of the origin of life, in 
which theories the idea that there has been a designer has been set down 
as worthless. Of the many millions of beings on the earth who believe in 
a divinity, comparatively few have been shaken in their belief by these 
theories, especially as the deductions made by such men on this question 
are as misty as the origin of life itself. 

Everything i in life proclaims that there has been a Maker, one whose 
omniscience made possible the creation of this earth and all the life with 
which it teems. The statement that there is no limit to time and no end 
to space will scarcely be denied either by the Christian or the infidel, the 
learned or the unlearned, for it is something which in its very nature is 
self-evident. As this must be admitted, it must also be conceded that all 
the worlds, all the heavenly bodies with which we are acquainted, includ- 
ing the immensity of space between them and this earth and between 
themselves, form but a mere speck in unlimited space. All these won- 
drous works have been brought into existence by some process and are 
governed by some law, and this process and this law the learned are seek- 
ing to discover. But if their present knowledge could be magnified a 
million times, would they be any nearer to the solution of the origin of life 
than they are now? 

Some biologists have sought to explain a portion of the mystery. They 
begin with the simplest organism known to man, and by a process which 
is called natural selection, they seek to show how an evolution has taken 
place so that from the jelly fish, through an infinite number of changes, 
man has at last been evolved and become its present, crowning, result. 
The weakness of this doctrine of natural selection was shown by Lord 
Salisbury in an address which we briefly reviewed in our last issue. But 
let us go beyond that stopping point. To explain that by some chance 
law man has been evolved from the lowest order of known organisms does 
not prove that there is no designer, or, to use a more common expression, a 
creator, for the questions at once arise: “What brought into being the 
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lowest order of life upon which scientific men suggest that natural selec- 
tion first began its work? Whence came the material that was given 
organic life, and by what power did inert, unorganized, matter assume the 
functions of life?” If there has been no designer, then we must look for 
some plan in accordance with which all things have been formed—a plan 
that extends, how far? Into eternity. That plan must deal with the 
problem of the origin of life in much the same manner in which a disciple 
of Darwin would deal with evolution from a lower to a higher life after 
life has once been formed; that is, the plan must show some method by 
which portions of unorganized matter, or the original elements, were 
brought together until life came into being. When did such a plan com- 
mence operations? Was the universe at a standstill before it commenced? 
And, if so, what started it into operation? The subject is as untraceable 
to the finite mind as are the limits of time and space. As eternity cannot 
be fathomed how does man assume the power, or even claim the possibility 
of evolving or of discovering a plan by which life can be explained? Life is 
now the greatest mystery to man and will ever so remain while he has an 
existence in mortality. As there can be no end to research, the grand 
cause of life can never be discovered by man. He can find no set time in 
eternity, nor any point in space from which he cannot look forward and 
see ahead of him at least as much time and space as he has already passed 
through. 

To the Latter-day Saints this seems clear, for they enjoy revelation on 
this matter. In one of his beautiful hymns Parley P. Pratt sings: 

The works of God continue, and world and lives abound; 
Improvement and progression have one eternal round. 

There is no end to matter; there is no end to space; 
There is no end to spirit; there is no end to race. 

The Saints know by revelation that all matter is eternal, and that as 
space is boundless there can be no end to matter, nor any space where 
there is no matter. Again, if there be no end to progression through the 
eternities, portions of this limitless matter will be continually used for 
the organization of new worlds and, with it, the formation of life. The 
learned would seek to penetrate the boundless and thereby discover the 
origin of life. What does that really mean? It means that they are mak- 
ing an effort to bound and define that which has no bound, no limit, no 
end. Can it be done? Reason tells us such a thing is impossible. The 
mind cannot conceive of such a thing, and yet man, feeble man, sets out 
to accomplish or achieve the impossible, rather than admit that there must 
have been design in the creation! It would seem that if the human mind 
recognizes the impossibility of fathoming eternity or of reaching the 
utmost confines of space, it would, in sheer weariness, seek a harbor of 
rest in the belief that all that is conveyed to it by the senses bespeaks a 
divine designer. 

The objector may contend that even the belief in a designer does not 
clear the mystery, and he may ask: “Where is the secret of the power by 
which the designer shapes that which we see in life?” An answer can 
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best be given by illustration: On seeing a locomotive and learning of its 
wonderful powers, the spectator might exclaim: “How came this!” If 
told that “it was designed by Mr. ——,” he is satisfied. He seldom 
enters into the details as to how the designer obtained such power. He 
admires the skill and wonders at the ingenuity displayed in its formation, 
but he goes no farther. If, however, he were told that it came by itself, 
by a law of evolution, or some other law by which the material of which 
it was formed gradually grew from a chaotic, unorganized mass, into the 
beautiful piece of machinery then visible, he would receive such a state- 
ment with incredulity. But if he should become possessed of such an 
absurd belief he would probably seek to discover that law, and would 
doubtless continue seeking it until he had discovered it, or was compelled 
to acknowledge the utter futility of such an attempt. But when he knows 
it has a designer he gives it but little more thought, unless he wishes to 
learn to do the same thing and obtain the same skill as the designer. 
Should such be the desire awakened within him he would not seek to 
obtain that knowledge by making experiments, but he would commence a 
proper course of study which would eventually bring him to the same 
knowledge and the same power as that of the original designer. 

Now for the application of this illustration. Most of those who 
acknowledge that there was a designer in the creation of the heavens 
and the earth, are content to stop with this belief. Very few conceive 
the exalted idea of becoming like Him. We mean lie Him in the literal 
sense of the word—becoming able to do what He has done. Some learned 
men aspire to such an exalted position, but they expect to gain it by 
denying the existence of a designer; they expect to supplant Him bya 
series of experiments by which they shall eventually reach the knowledge 
as to how things were made; they do not consider it necessary to com- 
mence a course of study directed by some master mind that has already 
learned the mysteries. They are in the position of the one who believed 
that the locomotive came by chance. But what about those who believe 
in a designer and who desire to become like Him and to do what He has 
done? Would they be consistent if they were to rush about blindly, 
searching among the elements for some prima! law that shall prove the 
key to the whole? No, they must take the regular course, study the 
foundation, the rudiments of the art, step by step, until they are suffici- 
ently acquainted with the laws that govern the universe. Skilful as is 
the machinist he works to the laws of nature. He cannot go outside of 
them and succeed. The Designer of Worlds works as closely to those laws. 
These laws must be learned, but it is as much folly for man to seek to learn 
them by the few and meagre discoveries that are made through the fleeting 
centuries, as for the would-be machinist to attempt to make a locomotive 
from the crude materials brought to him in their native state, on the little 
information he can gather by his own efforts. He must take his course of 
study. So must the man who expects to learn the laws of life. That 
course of study is the Gospel. The Gospel is the course of instruction given 
by the great Designer, line upon line, precept upon precept, suited to the 
capacity of the student, until, by strict application to the knowledge thus 
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obtained, man literally grows in a power that, in ages to come, will make 
him acquainted with the laws of creation—make of him a designer in very 
deed. As said before, this can only be done by taking the proper course 
of study, under the best instructor—The Gospel, revealed by the Son of 
God. J. V. B. 


Tat Roman Church reached the zenith of its temporal and spiritual 
power under Innocent III., who was elected Pope in 1198 at the age of 
thirty-seven. It is almost impossible in these days to conceive the height 
of spiritual and temporal dignity and the reality of the power attained to 
by this man, who stood upon the apex of the papacy. He is rather to be 
looked upon as two men, one wielding an undefined but indisputable 
authority over the consciences of the subjects of every European nation, 
and as a temporal overlord of the whole continent, who was able to exact 
temporal fealty from the thrones of Europe, in virtue of his spiritual 
authority over the masses. He made and unmade kings, he dictated the 
matrimonial arrangements of monarchs; he had but to stretch his hand 
out over any country and the dead remained unburied, the churches were 
closed, men could not marry or give in marriage, and even children could 
not be baptized without license. When he countenanced the fourth Cru- 
sade it succeeded, when he withdrew his support it collapsed. He strangled © 
the Reformation in its cradle, so that it did not revive for three hundred 
years. His one object appeared to be the foundation of a spiritual and 
temporal despotism which should have the Pope for its head, the monarchs 
of the earth for its vassals, and the whole human race for its subjects, and 
he certainly came nearer to the attainment of this ideal than any other 
man who ever lived. 


RELEASE AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder Arthur Riley has been released from 
his labors in the Norwich Conference and has been appointed to labor in 
the Nottingham Conference. 


Norwich ConFERENCE Notice.—The Norwich Conference will be held 
in the Gorden Hall, Duke Palace, Duke Street, Norwich, Sunday, October 
7, 1894. Meetings will be held at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE Notice.—The Newcastle Conference will be 
held at Albert Rooms, Coronation Street, Sunderland, Sunday, October 21, 
1894. Meetings will be held at 10 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


ENDORSING THE UTAH UNIVERSITY. 


Tux following announcement has been made by the First Presidency of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints: 


Satt Lake Crry, August 18, 1894. 


To the Officers and and Menbere of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints: 


Dear Brethren and Sisters: For several years past, the presiding au- 
thorities of the Church, acting in conjunction with the General Board 
of Education, have operated toward the establishment of a Church Uni- 
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versity, this institution to become the head of our Church school system, 
and to be equipped for the work of higher instruction. During the past 
two years, steps were taken toward founding and endowing such an in- 
stitution as would meet the needs of the people of Utah, and particularly 
of the Latter-day Saints, as a denominational school of high grade; and 
on the 8th of September, 1893, a circular was issued announcing the 
opening of the Church University. The work of the institution was con- 
ducted during the academic year 1893-94 with abundant proofs of success, 
and all connected with the management of the Church University had 
reason to anticipate for the school a brilliant future. There was no inten- 
tion on the part of the promoters of the Church University to arouse any 
unfair competition or rivalry between that school and the University of 
Utah; nevertheless, the existence of two institutions in the same city 
with many courses in common, rendered the paralleling of work, and the 
consequent duplication of expenditure, absolutely unavoidable. Time has 
very plainly demonstrated the fact that Utah, while abundantly able 
under present conditions to maintain one well equipped institution for 
higher instruction, cannot adequately support many such, either in 
material supplies of means or in students prepared for university courses 
of study. After due consideration of the present conditions and future 
prospects of educational affairs in Utah, the presiding quorums of the 
Church have deemed it wise to bring the work of the Church University 
to a close, that greater energy, resulting from concentration of effort, may 
be devoted to the development of our Territorial University. Toward 
the University of Utah our people may properly indulge a feeling of pride; 
the institution was established in the early days of Utah’s history; it was 
incorporated, indeed, under the name of the University of Deseret within 
less than three years after the first settlement of this region. It has 
grown in spite of the numerous difficulties incident to pioneer existence, 
to its present fair proportions, and to the attainment of its forty-fifth 
year, with a steady and healthful progress which inspires strong confi- 
dence for its future. Utah has need of such an institution of learning ; 
indeed there appears no reason why our University should not become the 
great inter-mountain centre for the diffusion of knowledge in advanced 
and specialized branches. We hope that the day is not far distant when 
the youth of Utah will not longer need to journey afar in search of pro- 
fessional instruction; but that our own State will offer her sons and 
daughters ample facilities in all departments of intellectual progress. 

We recommend to the Latter-day Saints that they faithfully devote 
their influence and energy, such as might have been claimed by the Uni- 
versity of the Church, had wisdom dictated the continuance of that insti- 
tution, to the University of Utah. We trust that our people will sustain 
the Territorial University by their good words and works, and particularly 
by their patronage in sending thither their sons and daughters who are 
prepared to become students in the institution, which by law is consti- 
tuted as the head of the public school system of Utah. 

The officers of the University are men in whom the people have learned 
to repose their confidence; the Chancellor and the Regents need no en- 
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comiums from us in their responsible and honorable stations. The presi- 
dent and Faculty of the institution are severally of recognized abilities in 
their professions, and of steadfast devotion to the educational advance- 
ment of the people; they are entitled to the fullest confidence of Utah’s 
citizens without distinction. 

We feel assured that the moral influence of the University will prove of 
salutary effect, and that all due attention will be paid to the training of 
students in the duties of true moral citizenship as well as in the subjects 
of purely secular instruction. However, as the University is a public 
possession, the property of people of many sects and creeds, it would be 
manifestly improper to allow any species of sectarian religious instruction 
to be imparted within its walls, or under its auspices. In view of these 
facts, and, knowing as we do, that many of the Latter-day Saints are im- 
bued with a strong desire to have their youth instructed in the theological 
tenets co-ordinately with secular training, we call your attention to the 
fact that the Latter-day Saints’ college, an institution which stands among 
the foremost of our Church schools, is conducted in close proximity to the 
University, and that the very full courses of daily instruction in theology 
will be offered at such hours, and under such conditions that Latter-day 
Saint students who are attending the University, and others not regularly 
attending the College, may pursue in the latter such of these sacred 
studies as their ability and opportunities will permit. It is the aim of our 
local and general educational boards to strengthen the theological depart- 
ment of the college, increasing and augmenting the courses, to meet all 
requirements. 

We request that Presidents of Stakes, Bishops of Wards and other pre- 
siding officers will cause this letter to be read in their places of public 
gathering; and that they will use their influence in otherwise bringing 
this subject before the people. 

Respectfully your brethren, 
WILForD WoopRvFrF, 
GEORGE Q. CANNON, 
JoszPH F. Smita, 
First Presidency of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 


A LOST BRANCH. 


THE Jewish Chronicle contains the following from a correspondent :— 

“The most frequent charge made against the Jews, and perhaps the one 
least founded, is that we are a nation of parasites, and can only thrive on 
the labor of others. In proof of this, it is often pointed out that there 
exists at the present day no self-supporting community of Jewish race. 

“Now, it so happens that at the present day there does exist, and has 
existed for generations, such a community, which seems to have escaped 
notice, partly from the fact that it exists in a part of the world out of the 
track of travellers, and partly because although of Jewish race, the nation 
has to a man embraced the Catholic religion, and the ordinary non-Jewish 
observer might travel through the country without suspecting the fact 
that the inhabitants are descendants of Jews. 
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“Antioquia, the country in question, is one of the provinces forming the 
Republic of Colombia, South America. Until a few years ago, each of 
these provinces was a sovereign state with its own legislature, coinage, 
etc., and although within the last few years, many of the functions of 
each state have been absorbed by the central government at Bogota, 
still the Antioquenians have notin any way lost their nationality. A 
Colombian can detect an Antioquenian as easily as an Englishman can an 
Irishman, and the Antioquenians manage their own affairs to a much 
larger extent than the Irish will ever manage theirs, under any amount of 
home rule bills. The Antioquenians are the descendants of some families 
of Jews, probably “Nuevos Cristianos” who accompanied the Spaniards 
in their conquest of Colombia, and as a reward for their services were given 
the least fertile and most uninviting part for themselves. The capital, 
Antioquia, was peopled by people of pure Spanish race, but a neighboring 
town, Medellin was given over to the Jews. 

“At the present day, Medellin is one of the most prosperous towns in 
South America, and its merchants beara higher reputation for honesty 
and punctuality in fulfilling their engagements than those of any other 
town of which I have heard. 

“The surrounding population is honest, laborious, thrifty and hospitable, 
and though a good deal of the prosperity which they enjoyed until a very 
recent date was owing to the gold mines worked there, still a great part 
was owing to their industry in agriculture, and no one can journey in that 
country without being struck by the clean, pleasant-looking farm-houses, 
and the abundance of sugar and maize plantations. 

“Save that they have lost their religion and to a certain extent the 
knowledge of their origin, we have here the ideal state that Baron Hirsch 
is trying to plant in Argentina.” 


A HISTORIC PRESS. 


In Rose, Wayne County, New York, is published a large-sized four-page 
newspaper made up principally of patent plate matter, but devoting a few 
columns in each issue to the local news of the vicinity, and rejoicing in the 
abundant title of Zhe Farmer's Counsel and Times. The name of Wayne 
County will arouse interesting recollections in veteran members of the 
Church as well as in those who by reading are familiar with early events 
in Church history. All such will be still more interested in learning that 
the old press upon which the first edition of the Book of Mormon was 
printed is still in existence; furthermore, that it is still in serviceable 
condition; and that the very paper to which we have just referred is regu- 
larly printed uponit. The issue for July 12 is before us, and the most valu- 
able article in it is a historical sketch of the piece of old machinery. 

Major John H. Gilbert, who at last reports was still alive and residing at 
Palmyra, N. Y., at the age of 92 years, worked in the office of the Wayne 
Sentinel (E. B. Grandin, proprietor,) during the months from September, 
1829, to March, 1830, the time during which the Book of Mormon was 
printed. He was a compositor and also a dancing master; and his duties 
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in the latter calling took him away from his “case” so frequently, that 
Wm. VanCamp (deceased,) another employe in the office, “distributed” the 
type, in order to give Gilbert a chance to work the next day. He relates 
that the “copy” from which he set was on ruled paper—an expensive 
article in those days—and “the letters were so closely crowded together 
that words like ‘and’ and ‘the’ were divided at the end of the line. The 
copy was in a Mr. Cowdery’s handwriting, but it was produced from a 
tightly buttoned coat each morning by Hyrum Smith. One day’s supply 
only was given at a time, and even this was carefully taken away at night, 
there being but one occasion when Gilbert was allowed to take it away 
from the office. There were no marks of punctuation in the copy—a great 
bother to Gilbert in ‘reading proof.’ At times Cowdery occasionally ‘held 
the copy.’ The ‘matter’ was ‘paged’ so that thirty-two pages could be 
printed at a time on one of Robert Hoe & Co.’s ‘Smith’ six-column hand- 
presses. After the sheets had been run through once and properly dried, 
they were reversed and printed on the other side. The bookbinder 
then folded them by hand, and severed the leaves with an ivory paper 
cutter. The result was that 2,500 large sheets made 5,000 small sheets, 
with sixteen pages printed upon each side.” 

The identical press that printed these sheets is now owned, the article 
continues, by Barless Bros., of Rose, N. V.; upon it “the Farmer's Counsel 
and Times is at present printed, and arrangments were completed for its 
exhibition at the World’s Columbian Exposition at Chicago last year by 
the state board of managers on exhibits.” As establishing the correctness 
of the above, an affidavit to that effect was prepared two years ago.— 
Deseret News. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
On August 7, the large warehouse of the Utah and Colorado Canning Company, at 
Ogden, burned down. It was filled with canned goods and other materials most of which 
were destroyed. The loss is placed at nearly $5,000 ; insurance $3,000. 


While quarrying onyx on the mountain side north-east of Pleasant Grove, Messrs. 
Davey and Warner discovered a vave. The block of precious stone they were working 
proved to be a sort of cap over the opening, and when it was removed there was a free 
passage into The Cave,” as it is now known. It fact it is a vast natural incline shaft 
of great depth. At present its depth is unknown, but it has been sounded for a depth of 
a thousand feet, and the bottom has not been reached. The descent is so steep that it has 
to be made by ropes, and is relieved by occasional landing places. From the roof the 
water is constantly dripping, and in its depths onyx formation is steadily going on by 
nature’s process, A tunnel is now being driven to formally open the cave. Blocks of 
onyx of the most beautiful colorings, twenty-five feet square are being found. Some of 
the onyx is being worked up for an exhibit at the October Fair. This will include stone 
from the various levels, One of the specimens is an upright for an onyx stand. It is of 
a creamy-white color, and in it is a white segment the outlines of which are the represent- 
ation of a rather fleshy and richly dressed lady. The laces and ornaments and the folds 
of the robe are quite clear. In the polishing of the rock, the figure gives an excellent full 
size portrait of Queen Victoria. Of course this result was an accident, as there was no 
design, or even discovery of the picture until the cutting was done. 
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